


Check out
www.thisoldhouse.org

for more on plaster repairs and window

replacement at the Charlestown project.

And coming soon: a 360-degree virtual
tour of the finished project.
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In the second-floor living room of the g
Charlestown project, Tom Silva is getting ready F
to make a long, diagonal plaster crack disap- [ %
pear. He presses the wall surface around the 9, Y,
crack with his fingers, making it move slightly. < a,

“The plaster has come away from the lathg” he
says. “Time for a little mesh and mud.”
Before the days of drywallfand joint com=
pound, thin strips of wood fath held up the
multiple coats of the wet lime-and-sand mix
that plasterers spread over walls And ceilings.
If a water leak, a settling foundation, or excess
vibration breaks the bond between wood and
plaster, it can sag, crack, or fall off in big
chunks. The dirtiest, most expensive and time-
consuming way to remedy the pr
involves ripping off the old, crumbling
and starting over with new p
labor-intensive coats of j@i
fresh plaster. But if thel
and not too crumbly, Tom rejoins it to the lath. |

After scratching the crack clean of loose Ll {4
fragments, Tom fastens screws, fitted with one-# | :
inch plaster washers, along each side of the}’" =
fissure. “Make sure they bite into the lath, ™/ FHE
he says. “Screws that aren’t secured well ca 7 i
telegraph through the repair later on.” On_cz‘ e
the plaster is secure, Tom trowels on a thin coat 5
of joint compound, then presses an 18-inch-
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